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Come pray with us. 
 

3:00 P..M 
Wednesday 
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Open to all. 
 

THE  SQUEEK 
 

JANUARY   2026   Volume 26,  Issue  1 
 

Phone  (815) 654-3800  Fax  (815) 654-8690 
 

E-mail:  unitedaldersgate@sbcglobal.net  

Open Hearts, 

Open Minds, 

         Open Doors 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE    9:00 Worship, Traditional yet informal 

           10:15 Fellowship Time, A relaxing time with friends 

CHURCH  OFFICE  HOURS         8:30 am – 12:30 pm 
 

Check us out on Facebook:  Aldersgate Church 
 

The church office will be closed on Thursday January 1 and 

Friday January 2 for the New Year’s Day holiday 
 

                        JANUARY 2026 
January  1  New Year’s Day Day, Office Closed 

 

January 2  Office Closed 
    Wesley Willows Meet & Eat 11:30 a.m. 

 

    January 4  Worship - Epiphany Sunday 
          Communion Sunday 
 

January 11  Worship - Baptism of the Lord 
 

January 18  Worship - 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
     Noisy Can Sunday 

 

 January 25  Worship – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 January 15  Deadline for February Squeek articles 
 

January 21  Church Council, other committees meet 
 

January  22 – February Squeek sent out 
 

Wednesday Fellowship Group continues Wednesday 
                       mornings at 10 am 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:unitedaldersgate@sbcglobal.net


2 

JANUARY 2026  
       

“I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus 

took hold of me.” 

Philippians 3:14 

 

 
 

Closing One Year & Starting Another 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Every year at Aldersgate is exciting as we take new 

steps to grow as a church family.  2025 was no exception.  Here’s a brief recap of 2025 

through the lens of our 4 Strategic Goals. 
 

Start with Prayer: This year, Aldersgate focused on prayer as the key for spiritual growth 

and renewal. During Lent and through the end of May, church members gathered weekly to 

pray for our church, our community, country and world. During the summer, we continued to 

meet monthly, and during the Discipleship series, we met weekly again. With this prayerful 

foundation, we birthed Wednesday Fellowship Time this fall and a 6 week Prayer Workshop. 

Every part of our congregation’s life has been blessed by prayer.  
 

Ask a Simple Question: We began 2025 with a series of sermons on ‘Why do people need 

Aldersgate?’ and we were reminded of our primary call to make disciples of Jesus Chris, to 

reach out to those who are not here yet. This challenge guided Aldersgate to come up with 

Revitalization Committee to reach out to our neighbors with activities including Trunk or 

Treat, New Year Party, Car Show, Gather and Give Thanks and Christmas Caroling.    
 

Homecoming: In September, Aldersgate had a wonderful Homecoming service. We 

celebrated our past, encouraged our current ministries, and empowered our future dreams. 

Every outreach and missional event was all about helping people feel welcomed and loved by 

God’s grace. As always, we worked hard to visit and connect with our shut-ins and 

homebound members through pastoral visits.  
 

Strong Lay Leadership: Aldersgate is blessed to have excellent lay leaders. We have devoted 

laity, who lead every part of our congregation’s life. They lead in worship, serve our 

congregants, care for our building & grounds, and connect with our community.    
 

In many ways, 2026 will be a very different year. As our society continues to change and 

people increasingly distance themselves from the institutional church – as our denomination 

continues to struggle with decreasing numbers and finances – as our congregation does our 

best to evaluate current ministries and reimagine ways to connect with people who are 

searching for God – we need to remain focused on our larger mission.   
 

(Cont. on page 3) 
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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR - DECEMBER 2025  (Cont. from page 2) 

So, let’s hold fast to our calling to make disciples of Jesus Christ.  Let’s be bold in finding 

new ways to reach a new generation of disciples. Let’s spur one another on to deepen 

discipleship.  Let’s continue to take risks and be unafraid to broaden our missional impact 

in our community and wider world.  Above all else, let’s grow in our love for God and for 

one another. 
 

In January 2026, we will focus on “The Daniel Plan” (by Rick Warren) to promote our 

health in 4 F’s (faith, food, focus and friendship). I hope you’ll join us and invite a friend 

to worship.  
 

Friends, we’ve come a long way in our 63-year history as Aldersgate UMC, but we have a 

long way to go.  God has done a good work in us, but God’s work is not done yet.  So, 

with humility and expectation, let’s continue to embrace our mission as a church family 

dedicated to bring people to Jesus Christ. 
 

Blessings,  
 

Pastor Sarah  

2026 Jan-Feb. Sermon series, topics & Scriptures  

January 4  The Daniel Plan 1: Getting healthier – Deepening Faith; Scripture:  Psalm 1 

AND Romans 12:1; Note:  Epiphany of the Lord (2
nd

 Sunday after Christmas – De-

hanging of the Green), Wear our church (NIC, UMC etc.) logoed shirts 

January 11  The Daniel Plan 2: Getting Healthier – Food (Healthy Eating) Scripture:  1 

Corinthians 10:31 AND Genesis 1:27-31; Notes: Baptism of the Lord (Renewal of the 

baptism ceremony), Leadership Commissioning, Wear workout clothes, Group Exercise 

1 

January 18  The Daniel Plan 3: Getting Healthier – Focus;  Scripture:  Ephesians 

4:17, 22-24  And Romans 12:2; Notes: Human Relations Day, Wear school or sports 

related apparel, Group Exercise 2 

January 24  The Daniel Plan 4: Getting Healthier – Friends;  Scripture:  Colossians 

3:12-14 AND Ecclesiastes 12:9-12; Notes:  Wear matching apparel (similar colors, 

patterns or material) with your best friend(s), Group Exercise 3 

Feb 1  The Gift of Love 1: Two Became ONE;  Scripture:  Genesis 2: 20-25 AND 

Philippians 2:5; Notes: Bring your (or your loved ones) wedding picture & display in 

the narthax 

Feb 8  Let the Rocks Cry Out!  – Lessons from Scouting ;  Scripture:  Psalm 118 : 22-

29 AND Luke 19 :37-40; Notes: UMC Scouting Sunday  - Bring any memorable items 

of your scouting involvement 

Feb 15  The Gift of Love 2: Cling to Each Other;  Scripture:  Genesis 2:21-24 AND 

Song and Solomon 8:6-7; Notes: Transfiguration Sunday, Bring a souvenir from your 

favorite trip with your spouse or best friend and display it in the narthex 

Feb 18(Wed.) – Ash Wednesday Worship service (Aldersgate & Beth Eden combined)  
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

07 Ashley Goranson 
11 Ruth Graham 
11 Taylor Swartout 
12 Jan Weller 
17 Donovin Sims 

 

20 Pat Clankie 
21 Marylon Cole 
22 Robert S. Glenny 
22 Peter Weller 

 

22 Parker Moyer 
29 Alexa Sohner 

29 Nevaeh Waugh 

31 Nancy Whitson 
 

 
 

 

 

 

JANUARY 

ANNIVERSARIES 
  20 John & Linda Ruhl 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Those in the congregation who are 

experiencing physical or emotional distress:   
Harold Gibson  Audrey (Andy Gloor's mother) 

Brenda Westphal  Mindy Ambrose 

Ray & Jon (John & Linda)   Pete Weller 

Lori (Jane Nihan)  Suzanne (Marylon Cole) 

Donelle Moyer  Parker Moyer 

John (Mary Ellen Francis)  Jean Caruthers  

Barb (Mary Ellen Francis) 

Barry (Ray Prentice)  

Doug's family (Mike & Theresa O'Hea) 

Jane & John (John Ruhl)  Judy (Jan Weller) 

Cary & Melissa (Brenda Westphal) 

Noah (Jan Weller)  Bobbie (Lu Franseen)  

Heather B. (Sue Murr's friend)  Madeleine's 

father (Keith Elmer) 
 

Note: After the printing of this Squeek, there 

may have been others hospitalized or ill.  We 

need your help.  Please notify the Church Office.  

Thank you 
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

SQUEEK DEADLINE 
 

Thursday, January 15th is the deadline for 
the February, 2026 Squeek.  Please have 
your articles in by this date.  Thank you. 

. 

 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
 

WESLEY WILLOWS MEET AND EAT 

GROUP  

Our next luncheon is Friday, January 2  at 

11:30 in the Town Center.  Reservations can 

be made by contacting Alice Rice (815-624-

7029) or by calling the church office by the 

evening before. 
 

 

NEXT NOISY CAN SUNDAY will be 

January 18, 2026. Save your change to 

bring for various local missions. Contact 

Sue Murr for any questions.  Thanks to all 

at AUMC who help Noisy Can Sunday 

make a difference for the Rock River 

Valley Pantry.   
 

WELCOME TO ALDERSGATE, 

KEITH ELMER.   Keith was raised in 

Albany UMC in Wisconsin. He has been 

attending Aldersgate since this spring. His 

friend, Jamie Weisse invited him to 

Aldersgate. Keith currently works at 

Martin Automatic. Keith loves the 

outdoors and spending time with his 

family. Keith 

has two teen 

daughters, 

Hayden and 

Cambria. 

Keith joins 

Aldersgate by 

transfer from 

Albany UMC.  
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ALDERSGATE FINANCE NEWS FOR JANUARY 2025 
JANUARY SQUEEK MESSAGE 

  

The Finance Committee would like to share our 2026 Budget projected expenses and pledged 
income. 
 

The 2026 Budget projects that expenses will be $158,592.98.   These expenses breakdown as 
follows: 
 Church Committees $6,840.00 
 Staff $74,833.62 
 Administrative/Office $7,900.00 
 Church  $52,300.00 ** 
 Parsonage $3,300.00 
 Apportionments $13,419.36  
**Property insurance premiums not known until sometime in January 2026. 
 

Our pledged income to meet Budget Expenses: 
 38 pledges received $77,820.00       (covers 49% of budget) 
 Shortage -$80,780.00 
 

We will continue to do our best to keep expenses within the 2026 Budget, and hope to be able 
to reduce some projected expenses.   
 

We are grateful for all contributions given to keep Aldersgate active within our church and 
within our community: 
 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 
 

Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or need further information. 
 

Deb Alms 
Finance Chair 

 
JANUARY HELPERS 

 

 Lay Readers A/V Technicians  Greeters  

January 4 Shary Stelter TBD  Sue Pedersen  

January 11 Coralee Hardwick TBD  Anne Niday  

January 18 Jan Barrett TBD  Jean Carruthers  

January 25 Mike O’Hea TBD  Marylon Cole  
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TOY MINISTRY NEWS FOR JANUARY 2026 
 

The Aldersgate Elves did it again! The toy makers produced dozens of Batmobiles, Bug 

Cars, Daisy Cars, Fire Trucks, Police Cars, Princess Cars and Race Cars once again this 

year. Deliveries have been made to 17 different organizations locally and regionally. Here 

is the breakdown: 
  

 Brightpoint (formerly Children’s Home and Aid) - 50 toys 

 Carrie Lynn Center  - 35  

 Head Start - 294 

 Kids Above All(suburban Chicago) - 210 

 MELD - 35 

 MercyHealth - 140 

 Remedies Renewing Lives - 50 

 Riverside Community Church (Native American Mission)  - 50 

 Rock House Kids - 70 

 Rosecrance - 84 

 St. Elizabeth Center - 35 

 Shoebox Ministry - 30 

 Swedish American - 21 

 Trinity Day Care - 70 

 United Way - 98 

 YMCA - 42 

 YWCA - 70 
  

That totals 1,384 toys or nearly 200 each of our 7 different models.  

God’s Blessing on the Aldersgate elves for their unending commitment to this important 

ministry. 
  

The Huntley Fire Department has already reached out for 150 Fire Trucks for next year, 

sooo no rest for the elves! 
  

If you would like to join the toymaking team, please contact Beth Boettner. There is 

woodcutting, sanding, painting and detailing that can be done by people young and 

experienced. The Toy Ministry purchases wood and wheels for the vehicles. If you feel 

more comfortable helping with that, please donate to the church and designate Toy 

Ministry. 
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Christmas caroling 

Christmas caroling Advent Candle lighting 

Charge conference Aldersgate Ensemble 

Sunday Soup Gather & Give Thanks 

Pie & Gratitude Veterans Day get together 

prayer workshop by Jamie Weisse Toy Delivery at Rosecrance 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 

New Years Day 

Office Closed 

2 

Office Closed 

WW Meet & Eat 

3 

4 

Epiphany Sunday 

Communion 

5 6 7 

Wed. Fellowship 10am 

8 9 10 

11 

Baptism of the Lord 

12 13 14 

Wed. Fellowship 10am 

15 

Squeek Deadline 

16 17 

18 

2
nd

 Sunday after 

Epiphany 

Noisy Can Sunday 

19 20 21 

Wed. Fellowship 10am 

Trustees 4 or 4:30pm 

Worship 

Finance 

Church Council 5pm 

22 

Squeek goes out 

23 24 

25 

3
rd

 Sunday after 

Epiphany 

26 27 28 

Wed. Fellowship 10am 

29 30 31 

 

 

January 2026 


