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3:00 P..M 
Wednesday 
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Open to all. 
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Phone  (815) 654-3800 
 

E-mail:  unitedaldersgate@sbcglobal.net  

Open Hearts, 

Open Minds, 

         Open Doors 
 

 

     Church  Office  Hours        
       8:30 am – 12:30 pm       Check us out on Facebook:  Aldersgate Church 
 

The Church Office will be closed on December 25 and 26 for the Christmas Holiday. 
 

November  27  Thanksgiving Day, Office Closed 
 

November  28  Office Closed 
 

    November 29 Advent Set-up – Saturday 9:00 a.m. 
 

 November  30  Worship - 1st Sunday of Advent 
 

 December 7th  Worship - 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Communion Sunday 

Julie Cook Ramirez will again bless us with her beautiful 
Christmas guitar music during Worship on Dec. 7! 

 

 December 14th – 10:00 a.m. – Worship 3rd Sunday of 
Advent and Charge Conference at Aldersgate 

with Beth Eden. 
 

December 21st – Worship 4th Sunday of Advent 
Noisy Can Sunday 
The Aldersgate Choir will sing two anthems 

during Worship on Dec. 21. 
 

December 24th – Christmas Eve Service at 4:00 PM 
 

December 25th – Christmas Day – Office Closed 
 

December 26th – Office Closed 
 

 December 28th– Worship 1st Sunday after Christmas 
Special Worship Service after Christmas.  We will have a 

very musical Lessons and Carols service at 9:00am on 
Sunday, Dec. 28, featuring The Beert Family playing violin 
and cello!  There will be scripture readings and singing of 
many of your favorite Christmas carols. Be sure to attend 

this festive, musical Worship Service! 
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DECEMBER 2025  
       

 

“Frustration is better than laughter, because a sad 

face is good for the heart. The heart of the wise is 

in the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is 

in the house of pleasure.” (Ecclesiastes 7:3-4) 

 

“Enthusiastically frustrated” – this is how my mentor described my ministry at the end of 

2025. Around the 3
rd

 year of a pastoral appointment, if you feel that you are not where you 

hoped to be, then you feel “enthusiastically frustrated.” As I look at worship attendance, 

giving reports, Sunday School adjustments, activities and events attendance and volunteer 

numbers, I am disappointed with where we are. When I started my ministry with Aldersgate 

UMC in July 2023, I hoped to fill every pew with more (younger) people.  I hoped to have 

more fun family activities which would attract youthful neighbors from the community.   

 

While we have not reached these goals, there have been other celebrations.  While I question 

what I’ve not done right or could have done differently over the years, I know that I am right 

where God has called me to be.  I also know that in this increasingly secularized and isolated 

society, clergy and churches (of all denominations) share these feelings of frustration. 

 

I pray that all of you had a blessed Thanksgiving. This is a wonderful opportunity to count 

our blessings and nurture our attitude of gratitude. It’s hard to believe that Christmas is only 

5 weeks away.  As we start to wrap up 2025, I invite us to refocus on the life-giving gospel of 

Jesus Christ in your life and in your community.  Let’s hear again the good news that God 

sent His only son for you, for your family, our congregation, for the world.  In the midst of 

our division, polarization, and questions about the future, let’s remember the hearts of 

Methodist circuit riders, who rode from town to town with nothing but a passionate desire to 

share the gospel of Jesus Christ.  They led vibrant revival meetings.  They led people to 

healing, recovery, reconciliation and conversion.  They inspired social justice movements for 

civil rights, women’s rights, children’s rights, and workers’ rights.  They opened churches, 

schools, universities, hospitals and orphanages.  When we remember our roots of faith, we 

celebrate a rich and proud legacy that’s endured both good times and bad.  We have a legacy 

that inspires us onward and upwards – pressing on toward the goal for which Christ Jesus has 

taken hold of us. 

 

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul prayed that the eyes of our heart may be opened so that we 

may know the hope to which God has called us.  With eyes of faith, may we remember the 

movement of the Holy Spirit in the past.  May we hear the whispers of the Holy Spirit in the 

present.  May we follow the leadings of the Holy Spirit into the future – not with fear but 

faith – not with frustration but hope. 

(Cont. on page 3) 
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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR - DECEMBER 2025  (Cont. from page 2) 
 

There is so much that God is doing in Aldersgate UMC.  In the past year alone, there have 

been so many answered prayers.  There are so many blessings in our midst.  Therefore, I 

am grateful for my ‘enthusiastic frustration.’  I am grateful for the reminder that I/we are 

not the owners of Aldersgate UMC. Christ is the head of the Church.  We are not called to 

be successful (by the world’s standards.)  We are called to be faithful in any/every 

circumstance.  We are called to bear witness to the greatest news in the world – that God 

loves us, God is with us, and Salvation was born among us in Bethlehem two thousand 

years ago.   
 

I hope that you will join us for Aldersgate Christmas Eve service at 4 pm on December 

24
th
. We will serve holy communion in the service. We will sing carols and light candles.  

Let’s gather for worship and give thanks to our good and gracious God! 

Pastor Sarah  
 

2025 Nov.-Dec. Sermon Schedule 

Nov. 30 (First Sunday of Advent) – Christmas Is Not Your Birthday 1: Expect a Miracle 

(Luke 4:18-21 AND Isaiah 7:14) 

Dec. 7 (Second Sunday of Advent) – Christmas is Not Your Birthday 2: Give Up on 

Perfect (Luke 1:28-31 & 34 AND Hosea 1:2-3)   

Dec. 14 (Third Sunday of Advent) -Combined Worship (Charge Conference) at Aldersgate 

UMC  10am 

Dec. 21 (Fourth Sunday of Advent) - Christmas is Not Your Birthday 3: Jesus Wish List 

 (1 John 13-18 AND Matthew 25:31-36) 

Dec. 24 (Christmas Eve) – “Christmas is Not Your Birthday 4: By a Different Road” 

(Matthew 2:11-12 AND Matthew 6: 31-33) 

Dec. 28
th

 (1
st
 Sunday after Christmas) – Carol Singing Sunday (Led by Jenny Graham) 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
The church office will be closed on Thursday December 25 and Friday December 26 for the 

Christmas holiday 
 

 

December HELPERS 
 

  Lay Readers  A/V Technicians  Greeters 
December 7  Jenny Graham  Mike O’Hea  Marylon Cole 

December 14  Theresa O’Hea  Jenny Graham  Thurmans 

December 21  Jan Barrett  Andy Gloor  Andy Gloor 

December 24  Jay Alms  Jay Alms  TBD 

December 28  Rich Thurman  Mike O’Hea  Barb Pefley 
 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS FOR 2026:  Anyone interested in lay reading or greeting in 2026, 

please contact Andy Gloor in person or via email.  Anyone interested in working the AV booth in 

2026, contact Mike O’Hea.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

01 Patricia Wilson 

01 Tim Dimke 

03 Debbie Sohner 

03 Jacob Brown 

09 Madeline Roth 

16 Mary Lou Gaziano 

 

17 Becky Taylor 

18 Garrett Ingham 

19 Jo Ann Goranson 

19 Linda Earlywine 

21 Mark Fridly 

21 Rob Boeke 

  

23 Kyle Weller 

24 Jenny Graham 

27 Leighton Gould-Schap 

29 Pat Cornelius 

29 Nolan Thurman 

31 Jenna Roush 
 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 03 Jerry & Donna Robey 
  
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
 

 
 

Harold Gibson  Audrey (Andy Gloor's mother) 

Morgan Pefley (Barb Pefley) Brenda Westphal  

Mindy Ambrose  Ray & Jon (John & Linda) 

Sue (Cheryl Thurman's sister)   

Betty (Shary Stelter)  Pete Weller 

Baby Jordan (Sally Eshelman's great-grandson)  

Anita & Lori (Jane Nihan) Barb Pefley 

Suzanne (Marylon Cole)  Donelle Moyer 

Parker Moyer John (Mary Ellen Francis) 

Barb (Mary Ellen Francis)  Barry (Ray Prentice) 

Doug's family (Mike & Theresa O'Hea) 

Jane & John (John Ruhl) Shary Stelter  
 

 

Names of persons will be maintained on the prayer 

list for three weeks.  It may be determined to 

discontinue or be continued for an additional three 

weeks. 
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

SQUEEK  DEADLINE 
 

Wednesday, December 17 is the deadline 
for the January, 2026 Squeek.  Please have 
your articles in by this date.  The Squeek will 
be mailed and emailed on Wednesday, 
December 24. 

 
 

 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

 
 

NEXT NOISY CAN SUNDAY will be 

December. 21. Save your change to bring 

on for various local missions. Contact Sue 

Murr for any questions.  
 

WESLEY WILLOWS MEET AND 

EAT GROUP.  Our next luncheon is 

Friday, December 5
th

 at 11:30 in the Town 

Center.  Contact Alice Rice (815-624-

7029) or call the church office. 
 

COMBINED CHURCH 

CONFERENCE will be Sunday, 

December 14
th

 , 10:00am at Aldersgate.  

SPRCs will meet at 9:30am. 
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TOY MINISTRY NEWS FOR DECEMBER 2025 
 

December is the time to deliver 1200-1300 toys.  Andy is busy contacting agencies that have 

gotten toys in the past.  Then he will be packing and delivering all of the toys. 
 

We already have the toys packed and picked up for Kids Above All. 
 

We are finishing the last details on about 200-300 toys.  The last details include checking 

wheels, stickers and Ziploc bags for each car. 
 

Happy holidays to all and thanks to everyone for another great toy making year! 

 
WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP TIME - - the Wednesday Fellowship Group meets at 10 am 

on Wednesday.  There is a NOOMA lesson repeated from 2 1/2 years ago, prayer, Bible study 

and maybe even praise songs.  If you still want to sign up, please contact our secretary Mary or 

Pastor Sarah.  Wednesday  Fellowship Time will take breaks on Nov. 26, Dec. 24th and Dec. 

31st.  
 

ROCKFORD CHORAL UNION 
Our 2025 Messiah Performances are at 3:00pm 

Saturday, Nov. 29, and Sunday, Nov. 30. 

Both performances are at Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

920 Third Avenue, Rockford, Illinois 
 

SPECIAL ADVENT MUSIC 
Julie Cook Ramirez will again bless us with her beautiful Christmas guitar music during 

Worship on Dec. 7! 

The Aldersgate Choir will sing two anthems during Worship on Dec. 21. There will be two 

rehearsals on Sat., Dec. 13 and Sat., Dec. 20, both at 10:00am, plus a quick warm-up Sunday 

morning, the 21st. Please let Jenny know if you can attend these rehearsals and sing on Dec. 

21. 

Special Worship Service after Christmas.  We will have a very musical Lessons and Carols 

service at 9:00am on Sunday, Dec. 28, featuring The Beert Family playing violin and cello!  

There will be scripture readings and singing of many of your favorite Christmas carols. Be 

sure to attend this festive, musical Worship Service! 
 

A GROCERY CART? 
 

I suppose it's probably a little weird to walk into the narthex and see a grocery cart by the sitting area  

What is it doing there and where did it come from?  Let's start with the first question.  Since the late 

1990's that shopping cart has been in the church narthex.  Church members are encouraged to fill up the 

cart with non-perishable food items.  When it is full, a call is placed to the Rock River Food Pantry.  

The cart’s contents are picked up and distributed to needy families in the stateline area.  That cart is 

emptied out at least a dozen times a year.  It is one small way that Aldersgate helps it's community in 

need year round.  So now that you know or have been reminded about the purpose of the grocery cart, 

let's see if we can get it filled up on more than a monthly basis.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 
WW Meet-Eat 

6 

7 
2

nd
 Sunday of Advent 

Communion Sunday 
Julie Cook Ramirez 

special music 

8 9 10 11 12 13 
Choir Rehearsal 10am 

14 
3

rd
 Sunday of Advent 

Combined service and 
Charge Conference at 
Aldersgate 10:00 AM 

15 16 17 
Squeek Deadline 

18 19 20 
Choir Rehearsal 10am 

21 
4

th
 Sunday of Advent 

Noisy Can Sunday 
Aldersgate Choir 

special music 

22 23 24 
Squeek goes out 
Christmas Eve Service 

4pm 

25 
Christmas Day 
Office Closed 

26 
Office Closed 

27 

28 
1

st
 Sunday after 
Christmas 

Musical Lessons And 
Carols Service 

Beert Family Special 
music 

29 30 31 
New Year’s Eve 

January 1, 2026  
New Year’s Day 
Office Closed 

January 2, 2026 
Office Closed 

January 3, 2026 

 

December 2025 


